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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of the acceptance of
disability and self-esteem on life satisfaction among people with hearing impairment, after
controlling for the effects of demographic, social, and economic variables on life satisfaction.
The research questions are as follows. First, are the effects of demographic, social, and
economic variables (gender, employment status, age, marital status, level of education,
subjective economic status, severity) on life satisfaction significant? Second, is the effect of
acceptance of disability on life satisfaction significant? Third, is the effect of self-esteem on
life satisfaction significant?

Methods: The subjects of this study was comprised of 293 people with hearing impairment
who participated in the 7th year of the 2nd wave of the Employment Panel for the Disabled
survey. The effects of demographic, social, and economic variables, acceptance of disability,
and self-esteem on life satisfaction were analyzed using correlation and multiple regression
analysis.

Results: First, subjective economic status and severity of symptom among demographic,
social, and economic variables significantly and statistically predicted life satisfaction.
Second, acceptance of disability positively and significantly predicted life satisfaction
above the effects of demographic, social, and economic variables on life satisfaction.
Third, self-esteem significantly and positively predicted life satisfaction above the effects
of demographic, social, and economic variables and acceptance of disability.

Conclusions: The results of this study show that in order to increase the life satisfaction
of people with hearing impairment, it is necessary to strengthen various supports for
economic status and severe disabilities and to increase acceptance of disability and
self-esteem.

Keywords: Acceptance of disability, self-esteem, life satisfaction, people with hearing
impairment
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Table 1. Demographics of subjects (A=293)

Variable n (%) Variable n (%)
51 . 89
Male (154 Single 309
Gender
Female 280 Marriage / 144
(84.6) Cohabitation (49.1)
122 ; . 37
Employed Marital Divorced
Employment (41.6) sapus (12.6)
status Non- 171 ) 20
employed (58.4) Widawed (6.8
20~29 32 3
years (10.9) Seperated (10
30~39 45 < Middle %3
years (154) SChOOl (317)
40~49 65 . High school 123
A years (22.2) Education graduates  (42.0)
* 5050 53 College 77
years (18.1) graduate < (26.3)
60~69 78 Severe (4142%)
years (26.6) Severity of .
disability . 164
70 years < (68) Mild (56.0)
Total 293 (100.0)
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of variables (AV=293)

Variable M SD  Skewness Kurtosis
1. Gender 522 500 -.089 -2.006
2. Employed status 584 494 -341 -1.897
3. Age 49.662 14.256  -303 -1.897
4. Marital status 492 501 034 -2.013
5. Educational level 945 761 092 -1.263
6. Subjective economic status .788  .673 290  -.811
7. Severity of disability 440 497 242 -1.955
8. Acceptance of disability — 25.024 4.717 -.171 237
9. Self-esteem 23.058 3.076  -.252 -.185
10. Life satisfaction 20.643 3337  -164 276
. g7 2
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Table 3. Correlation among variables (A=293)

Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Gender

2. Employed status 273"

3. Age -.036 -.169"

4. Marital status .038 1527 323"

5. Educational level 102 .185™ -.523" -.082

6. Subjective economic status .080 291" -.234" 117 318"

7. Severity of disability -.143 -.185" -.054 -.047 -.144 - 140"

8. Acceptance of disability .000 1637 125 012 180" 3007 -.061

9. Self-esteem 061 2507 -.034 1617 1717 224™ -.108 349™

10. Life satisfaction 072 2007 -.1647 .090 175" 359" 076 493" 349

2X.05, "p{.01, " pC.001

Table 4. Relative effects of demographic and socio—economic variables, acceptance of disability, and self-esteem on life satisfaction

(MV=293)
Model Variable v S.E. V' t VIF F R RAG AR AF
Constant 18.788 1.071 17.551
Gender 212 377 .032 .562 1.095
Employed status .665 407 .098 1.632 1.247
. Age -.015 .016 -.062 -.897 1.656 8313 170 149 8313
Marital status 460 .396 .069 1.161 1.210
Education level 215 291 .049 739 1.515
Subjective economic status 1.537 .296 310" 5.191 1.225
Severity of disability 1.000 379 149" 2.637 1.097
Constant 11.937 1.278 9.339
Gender 361 .340 .054 1.061 1.098
Employed status .408 .368 .060 1.107 1.256
Age -.014 .015 -.062 -.989 1.656
2 Marital status 521 357 .078 1460 1211  17.3047 328 309  .158 66.803"
Education level .059 263 .013 225 1.523
Subjective economic status ~ 1.010 274 204" 3.680  1.297
Severity of disability 1.016 342 A51" 2972 1.097
Acceptance of disability 297 .036 421" 8.173 1.119
Constant 8.955 1.569 5.709
Gender 364 335 .055 1.089 1.098
Employed status 231 .367 .034 .630 1.286
Age -.017 .014 -.072 -1.166 1.661
Marital status .389 .354 .058 1.100 1.228 "
3 17.001 351 330 .023 10.128
Education level -.023 .260 -.005 -.087 1.538
Subjective economic status .966 271 195" 3.570 1.300
Severity of disability 1.050 337 1577 3120 1.098
Acceptance of disability 262 .037 3717 7.000 1.225
Self-esteem 184 058 1697 3182  1.237
“p¢.01, T p(.001
Ag AASIYT. 1 A= Table 494 Zth VIFY o] 10& A, 1A BA0A AT A - AR HdE(EE, 1
ZipetH OS534S wAZE dHaL g 4 l=H|(Cohen B3H, A%, 2E oF, 1S FF Y- AAE A9 F
et al., 2003) Table 49] VIF g 2% 10& 23t Yo} tf S oY 49 WSo i dESEIe  EHPst

FEAAY FAV Sl Ao etk Table 49) 9144 3t
B4 70 ARe Yuuy et Let

(7=8.313, p<.001). Zr 9 37 AL AnEd H(»
=212, £=.032, p.05), IBAEN(F=.665 £=.098, p.05),
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AH(F=-.015, 4=-.062, p.05), ZBE AR(F=460, #
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