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Human Rights Awareness and Multicultural Acceptance
Among Speech-Language Pathologists
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Purpose: Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) are communication professionals who
frequently interact with immigrants. This study aimed to examine SLPs multicultural
experiences, human rights awareness, and multicultural acceptance, and to explore the
relationship between human rights awareness and multicultural acceptance. The findings
are expected to provide foundational data to strengthen multicultural clinical competence
among SLPs.

Methods: Surveys were collected from 83 SLPs across South Korea. The questionnaire
consisted of general information, multicultural experience, human rights awareness (20
items), and multicultural acceptance (35 items). The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, rtests, ANOVA, and correlation analysis.

Results: First, most SLPs reported frequent clinical experience with multicultural clients
but limited personal relationships with immigrants. Approximately 57% of SLPs had
received multicultural education during their undergraduate/graduate school. 9.6% of SLPs
had experienced conflicts with immigrants. Second, human rights awareness was at a
moderate level (4£3.35/5), with the highest scores in human rights judgment and the lowest
in human rights behavioral intention. Third, multicultural acceptance was generally positive
(ME4.27/6), although behavioral acceptance was relatively low. Younger SLPs and those with
a level-2 license exhibited higher multicultural acceptance. Fourth, a positive correlation was
observed between certain dimensions of human rights awareness and multicultural acceptance.
Conclusions: These findings underscore the need for proactive multicultural education
during university programs as well as continuing education after certification. The results
also highlight the necessity of a practice-oriented curriculum that integrates human rights
perspectives with multicultural education. Future studies should incorporate qualitative
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approaches and develop educational models to enhance culture-based clinical

competence.
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Table 1. Participants’ information
Category n (%)
S Female 76 (91.6)
X Male 7 (8.4)
20~29 years 42 (50.6)
Ace 30~39 years 26 (31.3)
8 40~49 years 8 (9.6
50~60 years 7 ( 8.4)
Associate degree 11 (13.3)
Final Bachelor's degree 23 (27.7)
education Enrolled in graduate school 24 (28.9)
Master's degree < 25 (30.1)
Certification Level 1 SLP 35 42.2)
Level 2 SLP 48 (57.8)
<1 year 10 (12.0)
Career of 1~2 years 19 (22.9)
speech-language  3~4 years 10 (12.0)
pathologist 5~9 years 20 (24.1)
10 years < 24 (28.9)
None 71 (85.5)
Spouse 0 (0.0
Relationship with ~ Parent 0 (0.0
foreigners or Uncle, aunt, cousin 12 (14.5)
immigrants None 64 (77.1)
Friend 12 (14.5)
Neighbor 7 (8.4)
Total 83 (100)
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Table 2. Questionnaire of human rights awareness

Category Case A Case B Case C Case D
. . 1 6* 11 16

Human rights judgement 2 7 122 17
. - 37 8 137 18°

Human rights sensitivity 4 9 14 19

Human rights behavioral intention 5 10 15 20

Note. Ttems marked with * are reverse-coded.
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Table 3. Participants’ multicultural experience

Category n %)
None 79 (95.2)
Experience in working at < 1 year 1(1.2)
a multicultural family 1~2 years 2 (2.4)
support center 3~4 years 1(1.2
5 years < 0 (0.0
None 17 (20.5)
Experience treating 1~3 People 35 (42.2)
clients from multicultural ~ 4~9 People 26 (31.3)
backgrounds 10~19 People 1(1.2
20 People < 4 (4.8
None 25 (30.1)
Experience with While in college 47 (56.6)
multicultural education (graduate school)
After graduating 11 (13.3)
None 75 (90.4)
Conflict experience with Rare . 7(8.4)
foreigners or immigrants Sometimes 1(12)
Often 0 (0.0
Very often 0 (0.0
Total 83 (100)
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Table 4. Participants’ human rights awareness Table 5. Participants’ multicultural acceptance (/V=83)
Category M (SD) Category Sub-category M (SD)
Human rights judgement 3.68 (0.464) Total 4.45 (0.677)
o Cultural openness 3.71 (1.012)
Human rights sensitivity 3.61 (0.476) Diversity National igentity 429 (0.850)
Human rights behavioral intention 2.77 (0.722) Stereotypes and discrimination 4.97 (0.708)
Total 3.35 (0.451) Total 4.21 (0.784)
Relationshi Unilateral assimilation expectations 4.29 (0.992)
1onships Rejection - avoidance 5.00 (1.069)
o S —— YR - Interaction willingness 3.53 (1.091)
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Table 6. Comparison of multicultural acceptance by sex and
certification

M (SD) df t

i Femal. 4.31 (0.58 .
Multicultural emale 31 (0.58) 81 2,083
acceptance Male 3.85 (0.31)

Female 4.50 (0.68) .
Diversity 81 2.251
Male 3.91 (0.43)
Female 4.23 (0.81)
Relationships 81 782
Male 3.99 (0.31)
Femal 4.20 (0.59 .
Universality emae 09 o 468
Male 3.64 (0.32)

; Level 1 SLP 4.05 (0.5 -
Multicultural eve (0.56) 81 -3.169
acceptance Level 2 SLP 4.43 (0.53)

Level 1 SLP 4.24 (0.59) .
Diversity 81 -2.518
Level 2 SLP 4.61 (0.70)
relationshi Level 1 SLP 3.85 (0.82) 81 3,837
t -3,
CAtonSPS el 2SIP 4.47 (0.65)
Level 1 SLP 4.05 (0.54)
Universality 81 -1.297
Level 2 SLP 4.22 (0.63)

"pC.05, "pC01, T p<.001
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F840] o =tk Adol uwEt oHEsk849(7£3.264,
05T ThRd (5825, p<01), AN Y
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Table 7. ANOVA of multicultural acceptance by age, certification, & career of SLP

S df MS F
Between groups 2.988 3 0.996
Multicultural acceptance Within groups 24.113 79 0.305 3.264°
Total 27.101 82
Between groups 6.805 3 2.268
Diversity Within groups 30.762 79 0.389 5.825"
Total 37.567 82
Age
Between groups 5.017 3 1.672
Relationships Within groups 45.372 79 0.574 2.912°
Total 50.388 82
Between groups 0.124 3 0.041
Universality Within groups 28.669 79 0.363 114
Total 28.793 82
Between groups 3.890 3 1.297
Multicultural acceptance Within groups 23.211 79 0.294 4.414”
Total 27.101 82
Between groups 4.397 3 1.466
Diversity Within groups 33.170 79 0.420 3.491°
Total 37.567 82
Final education
Between groups 9.014 3 3.005
Relationships Within groups 41.374 79 0.524 5.737"
Total 50.388 82
Between groups 1.497 3 0.499
Universality Within groups 27.296 79 0.346 1.444
Total 28.793 82
Between groups 3.080 4 0.770
Multicultural acceptance Within groups 24.021 78 0.308 2.500"
Total 27.101 82
Between groups 5.336 4 1.334
Diversity Within groups 32.230 78 0.413 3.229°
Carcer Total 37.567 82
Between groups 6.407 4 1.602
Relationships Within groups 43.981 78 0.564 2.841"
Total 50.388 82
Between groups 0.443 4 0.111
Universality Within groups 28.349 78 0.363 .305
Total 28.793 82

"p<.05, “pC01
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Table 8. Correlation with human rights awareness and multicultural acceptance of SLP

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Human rights awareness
2. Human rights judgement 809"
3. Human rights sensitivity 819" 7217
4. Human rights behavioral intention 815" 398" 413"
5. Multicultural acceptance 265 215 131 274
6. Diversity 201 222 .104 168 847"
7. Relationships 254 134 115 3177 908" 695"
8. Universality 206 196 114 186 743" 406" 527"

2X.05, "pC.01, T pC.001
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Appendix 1. Questionnaire questions
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Appendix 2. Questionnaire questions of human rights awareness
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