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Purpose : Recently, the need for research and policy support for children with borderline
intellectual functioning has been increasingly recognized, and speech-language therapy has
recently been included in policy support initiatives. The purpose of this study is to
examine the perceptions and needs of primary caregivers regarding speech therapy for
children with borderline intellectual functioning (BIF).

Methods: The study targeted 67 primary caregivers of children with BIF who had either
experienced or were currently receiving speech therapy services. A questionnaire was
developed to assess their perceptions and needs regarding speech therapy. The
questionnaire included caregiver information, satisfaction (10 items), goals (8 items),
criteria for completion (8 items), therapy needs (5 items), and institutional improvement
needs (5 items). Descriptive statistics were conducted to examine the frequency and
percentage of each item. Non-parametric tests were performed to investigate differences
based on the duration of speech-language therapy experienced by the primary caregivers.
Results: The results showed that primary caregivers had a positive perception of speech
therapy for children with borderline intellectual functioning. They particularly felt the
need for educational training and parental counseling. Additionally, many caregivers
expressed concerns about the continuity of therapy and the financial burden, and felt the
need for institutional improvements. The analysis of whether there are differences in the
primary caregiver's perception based on the length of the child's speech therapy revealed
significant differences in some items related to satisfaction and termination criteria.
Conclusions : Based on the findings of this study, the perceptions and needs of primary
caregivers regarding speech therapy were confirmed. The results indicate the necessity for
a more effective support system both in speech therapy services and institutional aspects.
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1=, ole HERIoRIA sEo] A T ddsh dut
Ql IAIEF} Aol F7] "EolHe FE daFsk A
o} ESF o3 BEZ(ung & Lee, 2005; Yu et al., 2007),
7] ol Afdol oA EA(Yu et al, 2007)7F Y
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Table 1. Participants’ information
Category n %
Male 7 104
Gender
Female 60 89.6
<30 years 1 1.5
31~35 years 26 38.8
Age
36~40 years 22 32.8
41 years < 18 26.9
Preschool 17 25.4
Grade 1~3 29 43.3
Grade of child Grade 4~6 18 26.9
Middle school 2 3.0
High school 1 1.5
{24 month 20 29.9
2 years old~before school 34 50.7
Lower grades of elementary
Age of language school 12 17.9
problem recognition Higer grades of elementary 0 0
school ’
Middle school 1 1.5
High school 0 .0
(1 year 5 7.5
Period of speech 1~2 years 9 433
therapy
2 years 33 49.2
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TestE AAoI¥ oM, AAZL Mann Whitney U tests 4
AI5HLt. EAJoll= SPSS 25.02 ARSIt
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1. 3AME AN 7Sy OLS0 Chst FASA

1) AHOXIZ0 CHer 2=

AAXAZ A& 7154 oFE9 F9ks
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Aojxzof it

WS QAL Table 29 Utk WAHQ WEEOHE 54 T
4 % WIS 414402 SHEETD ooz Suelol
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39| Crohbach’s a3t .86HT}.

Table 2. Perception of satisfaction with speech therapy

Satisfaction

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #] #8 #9 #10 Average

M 440 4.12 422 4.10 4.28 4.01 4.03 4.06 3.91 430 4.14
SO 55 82101 .75 96 .83 .83 1.07 1.09 .87 .89
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Table 3. Criteria for speech therapy goals and termination

THGE, 1Y) T B 4368 0= #A UET dojA|
B F2 Ve EY AVt ENe W 4334,
Foo] FHHAS W 4314, O, HY)|] F
FEAe o 4274, Fol(TP], 7)) sl FEHSkE
o o] B Bt 4258 L= A UERAT

3) TULKO| AUX|Z B 7
Z0kg Ao dojA e} HlE Qo] thet Aul= Table 49

puhiul

Aot olsat FPSAE A T 4 U BRAS WP, B
A A, QORI ABsie £%4, Aol Soiiz Bx
2 FBoR MYk A «0% B ki ¢ 4 ot
Table 4. Parents’ needs for speech therapy
n
uestion M SD
Qe 1 2 3 4 5
Providing solutions from SLPs 0 0 4 34 29 437 .60
through parent consultation
Setting the goals of speech 10 4 33 29 433 73
therapy together
Educationa.l trai.ning for chi%dren 0 0 4 30 33 443 .61
and their primary caregivers
Giving goals and tasks that are
lined to the home 1 0 8 30 28 425 .79
Observe and prticipate directly 0 8 26 33 437 .69

in speech therapy sessions

Note. SLPs=speech-language pathologists.

4) FYFALL| ORIt Het M=H e 27
FEEA] Adojxw A=A 7fd 8= Table 59 &t ‘of

5 459 28 AR 9 3 AT 4483, FUA, oL 9

Question Standard z M SD
1 2 3 4 5

Goal 0 0 4 34 29 4.37 .60
Interaction with peers

Termination 1 0 4 33 29 433 .73

Goal 0 0 4 30 33 4.43 .61
Speaking and listing skills

Termination 1 0 8 30 28 4.25 .79

Goal 0 0 8 26 4.37 .69
Reading and writing skills oa 33 3

Termination 1 0 13 27 26 4.15 .84

Goal 0 0 8 27 32 4.36 .69
Receptive and expressive vocabulary

Termination 1 0 11 23 32 4.27 .85

Goal 0 1 12 35 19 4.07 72
Learning skills in school curriculum

Termination 2 0 9 34 22 4.10 .86

Goal 1 2 6 35 23 4.15 .82
Working memory and reasoning ability

Termination 0 1 9 42 15 4.06 .65

Goal 1 3 9 25 29 4.16 93
Attention

Termination 1 1 8 23 34 4.31 .86

Goal 2 3 16 16 30 4.03 1.10
Elimination of problem behavior

Termination 2 1 12 28 24 4.06 .94
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Table 5. Parents’ needs for institutional improvement in speech
therapy

Question M SD
3

Strengthening cooperation between
primary caregivers, school 0 0 3 32 32 443 .59
teachers, and SLPs

Provide periodic professional
training to teachers and O 1 10 25 31 4.28 .78
speech therapists

Providing educational materials
and educational environments 0 1 3 26 37 448 .66
tailored to children’s levels

On-campus speech therapist 1 2 6 32 26 419 .84

Institutional support for speech
therapy cost issues

0 1 3 30 33 442 .66

Note. SLPs=speech-language pathologists.
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Table 6. Differences in perception of primary caregivers according to duration of speech therapy

M (SD)
Quetion Z D U
A (775) B (7=29) C (7733)
#4 3.20 (1.32) 4.53 (.56) 3.85 (1.07) 11.92" .00 AC
Satisfaction of speech therapy #8 4.00 (1.54) 4.50 (.62) 3.67 (1.12) 10.52" .00 C(B
Average 3.54 (1.1 437 (.42) 4.02 (.05 923 .01 ACE®

Criteria for speech therapy termination Elimination of problem behavior

3.60 (1.01) 4.40 (.61) 3.82 (1.02) 7.06° .03 C<B

Note. A=group of the period of speech therapy (1 year; B=group of the period of speech therapy 1~2 years; C=group fo the period of

speech therapy 2 years <.
"p(.05, "pC01
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