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Purpose : This study aimed to examine research trends related to special education teachers ~ Correspondence : Hee Jung Park, PhD

published between 2020 and 2024 by applying semantic network analysis.
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Methods: A total of 248 articles published in KCl-registered and candidate journals were

analyzed. Keywords were extracted from article titles, and a co-occurrence matrix was Received : November 27, 2025
constructed using KrKwic. Degree, betweenness, and closeness centrality were analyzed Revision revised : January 02, 2026
using UCINET 6, and the network structure was visualized with NetDraw. The keyword Accepted : January 31, 2026
frequency results were visualized using a word cloud generated via the WordClouds website

(www.wordclouds.com).

Results : First, frequency analysis identified 95 major keywords that appeared three times or ~ Kwangju
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more. The top 10 keywords were special schools, special classes, elementary, improvement (KWU25-021).
plans/special education students, education, secondary, job, teachers/competency. Second,
according to the centrality analysis results, the keywords that ranked highest across degree ORCID

centrality, betweenness centrality, and closeness centrality were special education teachers,

Hee Jung Park

special classes, elementary, special schools, improvement plans, secondary, students with  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-2979
special educational, education, teachers, support, burnout, and inclusive education. Also,

special education teacher occupied a central position in the network,

closely linked with

keywords such as special classes, special schools, job, competency, burnout, and inclusive

education. Three major sub-networks were identified:
emotional-psychological factors, and inclusive education.

teacher

professionalism,

Conclusions : This study provides structural insights into research trends on special education
teachers beyond descriptive analyses and suggests directions for future research and policy

support.
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Table 1. Analysis of published year and articles

Journal 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total (%)
JSCE 7 3 6 5 4 25 (10.08)
JPMHD 4 3 8 3 3 21 (8.47)
JSE1 6 2 6 4 18 ( 7.20)
JLC 1 6 7 3 17 ( 6.85)
JIE 2 7 2 3 14 ( 5.65)
JEBD 2 3 2 5 12 ( 4.84)
SER 1 2 5 3 11 ( 4.44)
JSE2 2 1 2 1 5 11 ( 4.44)
JKAD 2 1 2 4 9 (3.63)
JMR 1 1 6 8 (3.23)
JSECI 3 2 3 8 (3.23)
KJSE 1 2 1 3 1 8 (3.23)
Etc. 9 10 24 26 18 86 (34.68)
Total 34 26 68 58 62 248 (100)

Note. JSCE=journal of special children education; JPMHD=Korean
journal of physical, multiple, & health disabilities; JSE1=journal of
special education (publisher: national institution special education);
JLC=sjournal of learner-centered curriculum and instruction;
JIE=journal of inclusive education; JEBD=journal of emotional &
behavioral  disorders;  SER=special  education  research;
JSE2=journal of special education (publisher: special education
research institution); JKAD=journal of the Korean association on
developmental disabilities; JMR=journal of mental retardation:
JSECI=journal of special education for curriculum and instruction;
KJSE=Korean journal of special education.
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Figure 1. Wordcloud of keywords with a frequency of three or
more occurrences (2020~2024)

Table 2. Top 15 keywords from 2020 to 2024

Rank Keyword Frequency
1 Special education teacher 235
2 Special school 45
3 Special class 39
4 Elementary 37
5 Improvement plan 28
5 Students with special educational needs 28
7 Education 27
8 Secondary 26
9 Job 22

10 Teacher 18
10 Competency 18
12 Support 17
Burnout 16
Inclusive education 15
Special education curriculum 14
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Appendix 1. Keyword frequency and centrality analysis
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