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Purpose : The study aims to examine the present declining rate of students diagnosed with ~ Correspondence : Woo Jin Lee, PhD

learning disabilities (LDs) in Korea though an analysis of interviews with inclusive school ~E-mail : leewojin@kwu.ac.kr

students.

Methods: The participants in the study were teachers of integrated classes with an average Received : September 17, 2020

of 18.5 years of educational experience ranging from a low of seven years of experience to  Revision revised : October 06, 2020
a high of 27 years. Nine teachers had experience teaching students with reading disabilities ~Accepted : October 28, 2020
or reading learning disabilities. The research tool was a semi-structured, open-ended

questionnaire composed of four topics related to reading and learning disabilities. The —This work was supported by research founds of

interview results were normalized according to the subject of teachers' opinions.

Kwangju Women's University (2020).

Results: First, in the recognition of learning disabilities, lack of objectivity for diagnostic

tests of learning disabilities and understanding of learning disabilities for parents were ORCID

required. Second, there were opinions that it was necessary to expand the scope of support Jae Ho Lee

for special education and various opinions on the scope of support. Third, teachers suggested  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0525-3456

the placement of specialized personnel for reading learning disability diagnosis test and the Woo Jin Lee
development of a formal and systematic evaluation tool system as an effective screening https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6390-6588
method for reading learning disabilities. Fourth, it is necessary to reorganize the curriculum

and to provide various reading experiences as the direction of subject education to improve

the quality of education for reading learning disabilities.

Conclusions : Through this study, elementary school teachers in integrated classrooms were

able to find out the perception, diagnosis and actual conditions of learning disabilities and

reading disabilities, and opinions on effective diagnosis methods. In addition, the direction of

subject education and systematic support plans for improving the quality of reading education

were found.

Keywords: Learning disabilities, inclusive classroom teachers, low achievement, learning

disabilities
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Table 1. Participants' information

LD or RLD Student

Number  Education career Gender .
guidance career

1 (A) 27 Female 5
2 (B) 22 Female 1
3 (C) 20 Female 8
4 (D) 20 Female 3
5 () 18 Female 5
6 (B 16 Female 1
7 G 16 Female 9
8 (H) 15 Female 5
9 (D 7 Male 1

Note. 1D=learning disabilities; RD=reading learning disability.
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Table 2. Question’s item for interview

Subject Semi-structured open ended questions

Why is learning disability not being
screened at the school site and
being diagnosed and referred as
at-risk learners or low-achievement?

Awareness of
learning disabilities

What do you think of the opinion
that special education should
include the concept of at-risk
learners or low-achievement?

What do you think of the difference
between reading poor learning and
reading  disabilities other  than
interviews with teacher and parents?

Expansion of
special education
support targets

Screening method
for reading learning
disabilities

Direction of subject What direction should the elementary
education to curriculum (Korean language, society
improve the quality etc.) go in to improve the quality of
of education reading learning disabilities?
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Table 3. Seb-classification by topic according to responses
Seb-classification by topic
according to responses
Lack of objectivity in diagnostic
tests for learning disabilities
Understanding of learning disabilities

for parents is required
Expansion of support for special
education support

Subject

Awareness of
learning disabilities

Expansion of special
education support

Reduced support for  special
targets .
education support
Appointment of experts in
Effective screening diagnosing reading learning
method for reading disabilities
learning disabilities Development of standardized

evaluation tool system
Curriculum reorganization

Direction of subject
education to improve
the quality of
education

Provides a variety of reading
experiences
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